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This  year the Microwave Theory and Techniques Society of the IEEE is organizing several 
activities marking the Centennial of the historic experiments of Heinrich Hertz which proved the 
validity of Maxwell's equations. Maxwell's theory appeared in 1864, but experimental proof 
eluded the best physicists and engineers of the time for over 20 years until Hertz's series of 
experiments, using remarkably modern microwave techniques, proved the existence of such key 
Maxwellian concepts as the displacement current in dielectrics.
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